Age?L\      Baird gets Wellesley's Command         [1801
The chief command of the expedition against the Isle of France will be
intrusted to you . . . * *
Twelve days after writing the above the Governor-General
changed his plans again, on the strength of two brilliant and
masterful despatches he had written to Admiral Rainier, in
favour of the Isle of France expedition, which he hoped would
make him change his mind. In the event of this occurring
Lord Wellesley issued fresh orders, placing General Baird in
command of die expedition against the Isle of France.
Here was a complete change of front since January 24th,
when this expedition had been specially earmarked for Arthur
Wellesley.
The day after the issue of the above instructions, Lord
"Wellesley received the despatches from England, ordering
troops to be sent to Egypt. So once again he had to write
fresh orders, and the force proceeding to the Red Sea was
officially placed under General Baird.
Colonel Wellesley was now completely and finally super-
seded. The Governor-General, however, was not at all
happy about it, and something of what he was feeling leaks
out in his private letter to Baird.
I have chosen my brother to second you in this glorious enterprize
[he writes] and I rely on your giving the public the full benefit of his
talents, by admitting him to your most cordial confidence, and by uniting
harmoniously and zealously with him in the prosecution of my wishes.
I have manifested an honourable confidence in you by selecting you for
this service. ... In return I claim from you the full benefit for myself
and my country, not only of your services, but of those of my brother,
and of all the gallant and able officers whom he has brought with him
to the army.2
With Arthur himself, however, Lord Wellesley still carried
on the game of bluff.
1 Supp. Despatches^ VoL 77, p. 333.
2 Marquess WeUesl&ys Despatches^ Vol. 77, p. 4$i.
* The italics are the author's.